
 

FAQ: Ciudad Expo 2022. Everything you wanted to know. 

Seville EXPO'92, whose theme was “The Age of Discovery”, was held between 20th April and 
12th October 1992 to commemorate the 500th Anniversary of Christopher Columbus’ first 
voyage to the New World.   
We want to remember the 30th anniversary of Expo 92’, and more specifically of Ciudad 
Expo, which was built in Mairena del Aljarafe, and how our town was transformed thanks to 
it.   

What is “Ciudad Expo”? Why was it built? 

Ciudad Expo is a residential complex that was built to accommodate the commissioners, 
technicians and employees of the countries participating in the 1992 Universal Exhibition. The 
complex is located in the municipality of Mairena del Aljarafe, a few minutes from the Isla de la 
Cartuja, where the Universal Exposition of Seville, EXPO'92, would be held. It shares similarities 
with Heliopolis quarter in Seville, which was built for the same purpose for the Ibero-American 
Exposition in 1929. 

When did “Ciudad Expo” begin to be built? What was the initial budget for the construction 
of the complex? What was the final budget? 

Ciudad Expo began to be built in October 1989. Its initial budget was 8,500 million pesetas (51 
million Euros). However, its final budget was 17,000 million pesetas (102 million Euros).  

How many apartments are there in Ciudad Expo?  
 

In Ciudad Expo, there are 1, 289 apartments 
divided into different kinds of buildings with 
one, two, three, four or five bedrooms and a 
"singular" building (commonly called Circular). 
There are 192 one-bedroom and 96 two-
bedroom apartments. The most common type 
has got 4 bedrooms. 

 
 
 



Not only flats were built, the complex also included swimming-
pools and a sports centre, shops, a nursery school or even a 
health centre.  
The number of blocks rises to 97. Each block was assigned a 
number and the name of a country. 

 
 

 
 
1991. The "Gulf Crisis" 
Mundivivienda’s (the building company) original plan was selling the apartments to private 
owners, who would transfer them for a year to Expo’92 to be rented.  
However, in 1991, the invasion of Kuwait by Iraq led to a United Nations Security Council 
embargo and sanctions on Iraq as well as a U.S.-led coalition air and ground war. The so called 
“Gulf Crisis” caused many tensions over petroleum prices. Both, Spain and Andalusia suffered 
the worst economic downturn in three decades, especially hard with the employment figures. 
As a result, the flats were not sold and the building had to stop for some time. Finally, the 
building resumed and the complex was finished. 
 
How many people stayed at Ciudad Expo? Which countries did they come from? How long 
did they stay? 
5,000 technicians and politicians were accommodated among the participants of Expo 92. They 
came from all over the world, from countries such as Japan, USA, UK, France, Switzerland or 
Guatemala. Ciudad Expo was their residence during the 185 days that Expo 92 lasted. During 
that time Seville became the Mecca of the world. 
 
How much did they pay for the rent? 
Many residents were living in Ciudad Expo for some time before the Exhibition began. The rent 
paid varied very much. These are the figures. 

 Before EXPO’92 began During the Expo’92 

1 bedroom (50 m2) 115.000 pts (€ 690) 270.000 pts (€ 1.620) 

2 bedrooms 150.000 pts (€ 900) 330.000 pts (€ 1.983) 

3 bedrooms 225.000 pts (€ 1.350) 450.000 pts (€ 2.700) 

5 bedrooms (110m2) 500.000 pts (€ 3.000) 700.000 pts (€ 4.200) 

 



 How did the residents get from Ciudad Expo to the Expo site?  

The Department of Public Works and Transport of the Junta de Andalucía designed an 
ambitious infrastructure improvement program around the garden city. Communication routes 
were expanded and improved with examples as the SE-619 (road to Mairena), the SE-660 (road 
to Road) or the A-49 (Sevilla-Huelva). Not only was Mairena connected to the Expo, a new bus 
station and the AVE (high-speed train) station were also opened in Seville at that time.  Many 
bridges were built for a better connection between the population and the Expo as well. 

What happened with the apartments when Expo 92 ended? 

Once the Expo was over, the people who had been living in the residential complex had to 
leave what had been their temporary homes. Eventually, in April 1993, the owners had access 
to their respective homes. 
Since then, the apartments have risen in value, so, for those who could buy them at that time 
it was really a good deal. Here we show a few examples 

• A three-bedroom apartment was sold in 1991 for: (6,000,000 pts), € 36,000  
Five years later the price had doubled: (12,000,000 pts), € 72,000  
In 2000 (8 after the EXPO ended the price was: (20,000,000 pts), € 120,000  
Nowadays (30 years later), the average price is € 225,000 

• A five-bedroom apartment was sold for (34,000,000 pts), € 204,000. 
 Nowadays, it could be bought for around € 420,000 

 

Aitana, Anabel, Ana Belén, Irene, Jaime, Jose, Marta, Martín, Pablo (Ampliación de 
Inglés 2º Bachillerato) 
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